
 

 

2015 INTERNATIONAL  

HIGH SCHOOL ETHICS OLYMPIAD 

Welcome to the cases for the High School Ethics Olympiad. An Ethics Olympiad is a 

competitive yet collaborative event in which students analyse and discuss real-life, 

timely, ethical issues.  An Ethics Olympiad differs from debate in that students are not 

assigned opposing views; rather, they defend whatever position they believe is right and 

win by showing that they have thought more carefully, deeply, and perceptively about 

the cases in question. Experience shows that this type of event encourages and helps 

students develop ethical awareness, critical thinking skills, civil discourse, civic 

engagement, and an appreciation for diverse points of view. For the first time we are 

using video conferencing technology to enable schools to participate in Australia and the 

US.  

Thanks again for supporting this initiative. Please feel free to email us if you have 

any queries at; admin@ethicsolympiad.org 

Go to https://ethicsolympiad.yahoosites.com/ to find out mode. 

These cases are taken from the 2015 Regional Ethics Bowl Cases. 
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1. Copying Homework 

2. Immunization Programs as a Cover for Spying Operations  

3. Lying to Parents 
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5. Violence Against Bullies 

 

 

 

 

https://ethicsolympiad.yahoosites.com/


1. Copying Homework  

Gabriella and Vivian have been friends for a long time and are now juniors in high 

school with aspirations to attend top-notch universities. They have four classes together 

this year, three of which are AP classes. As such, they are extremely busy with their 

schoolwork. Unluckily, two of their AP courses happen to have tests scheduled for the 

same day. To make matters worse, homework is assigned in their fourth common course 

the day before they must take the tests. It is just a simple worksheet, but it must be 

submitted for a grade. Gabriella is annoyed that she has to take time away from studying 

for the tests, but it only takes her thirty minutes to complete the assignment. Vivian, 

however, studies diligently all evening and forgets to do the worksheet. It just slips her 

mind.  

The next day, Vivian realizes that she has forgotten to complete the homework. She 

knows that getting a zero on an assignment will be detrimental to her overall average and 

the teacher does not accept late homework. She decides to ask  

Gabriella if she can copy her answers to the worksheet. Gabriella is sympathetic to 

Vivian’s situation but has a few concerns. First and foremost, she could get in a great 

deal of trouble for letting Vivian copy her work—after all, it’s considered cheating. In 

the eyes of many people, including the school administrators, cheating is always wrong, 

no matter how small of an assignment it is. Gabriella is also frustrated because she took 

the time to complete the worksheet while Vivian did not. It seems unfair that Vivian had 

the extra time to study but will still receive full credit as Gabriella. It is not only unfair to 

Gabriella, but to all of the students in the class who did the homework on their own. 

At the same time, it just a menial worksheet—what some students might call “busy 

work.” It doesn’t seem the same as plagiarizing an essay, and the benefits Vivian will 

receive if Gabriella lets her copy the worksheet seem to far outweigh the triviality of the 

rule being broken. Perhaps more importantly, Gabriella wants to help her friend. She 

certainly doesn’t want to see Vivian’s grade damaged over a silly worksheet. If Gabriella 

says no, she knows that it will really hurt her friendship with Vivian. 

Study Questions 

(1) Would it be morally permissible for Gabriella to allow Vivian to copy the worksheet? 

Why or why not? 

(2) Does the fact that Gabriella and Vivian are good friends influence the ethica analysis 

of whether or not copying would be morally permissible? Explain.  

(3) Is it ever morally permissible to break rules in order to help a friend? If so, what must 

the conditions be? 

 

 

 



2. Immunization Programs as a Cover for Spying Operations  

At the 41st World Health Assembly in 1988, a goal was set for the worldwide eradication 

of polio by the year 2000.1 The Global Polio Eradication Initiative was undertaken by the 

World Health Organization (WHO), US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC), and the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF). Today, however, polio is 

still active in Afghanistan, Nigeria, and Pakistan. In Pakistan, there are 198 known cases 

of polio.2 

Polio vaccination programs have a long history of controversy among Muslims in 

Pakistan. Rumors that vaccinations are a Western plot to sterilize women and that some 

vaccines contains the AIDS virus have gained traction in recent years.3 

Some Muslims believe that according to Islamic Law vaccines are unclean. WHO and 

UNICEF have partnered with Islamic scholars and clerics to issue fatwas (legal opinions 

in Islamic faith) stating vaccinations are safe to help eradicate polio and other diseases.4 

Recently, public health officials from Tulane University, Harvard, John Hopkins, and 

other universities uncovered proof that the recent increase in polio is connected to a 

secret spy operation. That is, a polio vaccination program was used by the CIA to help 

gain information on the whereabouts of Osama bin Laden in Pakistan. In January 2013, a 

total of thirteen Schools of Public Health wrote to President Obama urging him to stop 

the use of vaccine programs as cover for spying operations. The universities argued that 

the practice needed to be stopped to protect humanitarian volunteers and gain back the 

trust of the Pakistani people, many of whom are vulnerable to polio.  

In May 2014, Lisa O. Monaco, assistant to the President for Homeland Security and 

Counterterrorism, responded to the thirteen Universities by stating the CIA will now, 

“...make no operational use of vaccination programs, which include vaccination 

workers.”5 

Since the inauguration of the vaccination-spying program in Pakistan, more than sixty 

polio workers, humanitarian volunteers, and security personnel have been killed. 

Pakistani villagers have chased off humanitarian workers in fear of CIA spying. WHO 

has stated that polio has re-emerged as a public health emergency in Pakistan.6  

Study Questions: 

(1) Under what circumstances (if any) is the use of an ostensibly humanitarian program 

for ulterior purposes justified?  

(2) Under what circumstances (if any) should governments provide aid to countries 

known to harbor terrorists?  

(3) When is it justifiable for a professional (or profession) to neglect the ethical 

principles they previously agreed to abide by? 

 

_______________________________________________________________________ 



1 http://www.polioeradication.org/content/publications/19880513_resolution.pdf  

2 http://www.nytimes.com/2012/07/10/health/cia-vaccine-ruse-in-pakistan-may-have-harmed-polio-

fight.html?pagewanted=all&_r=1&  

3 http://www.nytimes.com/2012/07/10/health/cia-vaccine-ruse-in-pakistan-may-have-harmed-polio-

fight.html?pagewanted=all&_r=2&  

4 http://www.nytimes.com/2012/07/10/health/cia-vaccine-ruse-in-pakistan-may-have-harmed-polio-

fight.html?pagewanted=all&_r=1&  

5 https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/1164764-monaco-letter-on-vaccine-workers.html  

6 http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/may/20/cia-vaccination-programmes-counterterrorism   

 

3. Lying to Parents 

Noah is a twenty-one year old university student. He excels academically, plays on an 

intramural sports team, and has a part-time job on campus. His parents are very religious 

and believe that drinking alcohol is morally abhorrent. Noah, however, has recently 

started having a few beers at parties on weekends. Contrary to his parents, Noah doesn’t 

see anything wrong with drinking alcohol. Although he never gets drunk or drives under 

the influence, his family would be infuriated if they found out he was consuming alcohol 

-- and they would practically disown him if he told them that he sees nothing wrong with 

it. When confronted by his parents about drinking, Noah is unsure how to respond. 

In part, Noah thinks that he should tell his parents the truth about his drinking because he 

has a right to hold his own beliefs and shouldn’t have to hide those beliefs—especially 

from his parents. Although Noah is very grateful to his parents for his upbringing, he 

doesn’t believe that he must live his life exactly the way they want. In any case, he is 

only having a few beers at parties. If they love him for who he is, thinks Noah, they will 

accept him despite their differences.  

On the other hand, Noah is certain that if he answers their question honestly, it would be 

very detrimental to his relationship with his parents, the two people that he loves the 

most in life. Even if his parents eventually come to terms with his drinking, Noah knows 

that things will never be the same once he tells them. They will feel betrayed and very 

hurt. They may even withdraw their financial support for him, which includes paying his 

tuition and living expenses at university. If Noah just lies, he sometimes thinks, he could 

avoid a potentially damaging situation.  

Study Questions: 

(1) Should Noah tell the truth to his parents or should he lie? Which choice is morally 

superior?  

(2) What moral obligations does an adult child have to her parents?  

(3) Is it morally permissible to tell a lie in order to achieve some greater good? If so, 

under what conditions? 

 

 

 



4. World Cup Controversy 

Football, or soccer as it’s called in the USA, is the world’s most popular sport. Every 

four years, billions of people from all over the planet tune in to support their nation’s 

team during the World Cup. Hosting the World Cup is an honour, especially for 

countries as crazy about football as Brazil. However, hosting the tournament comes with 

a number of expensive obligations, such as building new stadiums, improving 

transportation infrastructure, and preparing accommodation for the millions of tourists 

the competition brings. According to most estimates, the Brazilian government spent 

more than $11 billion in preparation for the 2014 World Cup.1 Initially, many Brazilians 

were elated when Brazil was selected to host the 2014 World Cup; for some, that 

excitement dwindled as the tournament drew near.  

Protests took place in cities all over Brazil, with hundreds of thousands of citizens 

criticizing the government for the enormous amount of money spent in preparation for 

the tournament. In a nation in which an estimated 11.4 million people live in poverty in 

favelas—slums—that surround major cities in Brazil, many believe that the taxpayer 

dollars should have been spent on education and health care rather than World Cup 

projects. Many Brazilians also felt that the government was catering to wealthy tourists 

rather than fulfilling its moral duty to provide much-needed social services to its own 

citizens. Those visiting for the World Cup spent huge amounts of money on vacations 

while ignoring the fact that millions of Brazilians live in poverty. Protestors carried signs 

with slogans like “The party in the stadiums is not worth tears in the favelas,” and one 

woman stated that “we need better education, hospitals and security, not billions spent on 

the World Cup.”2  

Others defend the government’s spending, saying that the projects provided jobs for the 

unemployed and increased confidence for future international investment and tourism in 

Brazil. Brazilian President Rousseff called the grievances of protestors a “false 

dilemma,” claiming that the money spent on preparations for the World Cup did not 

detract from spending on any social services or welfare programs and noted that the 

infrastructure built would not be taken home by tourists “in their suitcases.”3 

Furthermore, it would have been a grave injustice to deny football fans the right to attend 

the World Cup on account of Brazil’s impoverished state. Individuals may do whatever 

they please with their time and money. It is also argued that the increased tourism is 

steering many in the favelas away from crime as new jobs are created.4 The development 

the tourists stimulate is actually helping the underprivileged people of Brazil.5 

Study Questions: 

(1) Was it ethical for the Brazilian government to host the World Cup, when some of the 

public funds it used could potentially have been spent on improving the nation’s 

education and health care systems? If not, does this mean that only nations with top-

notch social services should have the privilege of hosting large international events such 

as the World Cup? 



(2) Is it morally permissible for the affluent to spend huge sums of money on traveling 

and attending an event such as the World Cup, when others are living in extreme 

poverty? 

(3) What obligations, if any, do the wealthy have to those who are not as fortunate? 

______________________________________________________________________ 

1 http://www.cnbc.com/id/101750395# 

2 http://uk.reuters.com/article/2014/06/23/uk-brazil-worldcup-protests-idUKKBN0EY2NG20140623 

; http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-22946736 

3 http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-27789775 

4 http://www.theguardian.com/travel/2013/nov/04/rio-de-janeiro-brazil-favela-tourism 

5 http://www.forbes.com/sites/ricardogeromel/2013/01/31/eduardo-paes-rio-de-janeiros-mayor-reveals-where-the-money-is-heading-to-in-

brazil-favelas/ 

 

5. Violence Against Bullies 

Aaron, a high school student, dreaded coming to school each day because Ryan, a fellow 

student, bullied him. Ryan belittled and humiliated Aaron by making fun of his interests, 

his clothes, and his racial background. However Ryan never physically hurt Aaron. Still, 

the taunts began to wear Aaron down. He tried asking Ryan nicely to stop bothering him, 

especially about his family background, but this just made things worse. Once Ryan 

knew which insults stung most, he was able to demean Aaron with ruthless efficiency. 

Aaron contemplated soliciting the help of teachers and school administrators, but worried 

that doing so would be ineffective: the adults might have scolded Ryan and even handed 

out some minor punishments, but Aaron doubted that these measures would have made 

the bullying stop. In fact, Aaron imagined that this strategy might lead Ryan and others 

to mock him for “tattling” and “crying” for help. 

One day, Aaron decided that he was going to take another kind of stand. He walked right 

up to Ryan in the cafeteria and punched him squarely in the face as students, who had 

stood by each day as Ryan bullied Aaron, looked on. In the aftermath of the punch, many 

of the bystanders who had been too afraid to speak out on Aaron’s behalf now felt glad 

that Aaron had fought back. Others, however, felt differently. “Violence is never the 

answer,” one teacher said. “You stooped down to his level and could have made things 

even worse! There’s no shame in asking for help; you should have come to me instead.” 

Study Questions: 

(1) Is Aaron’s punch morally permissible? Why or why not? 

(2) Is it wrong for bystanders to feel happy that Aaron stood up for himself in this way? 

(3) Do the consequences of the punch affect its justification? For example, if the punch 

succeeds in stopping the bullying, does this make a moral difference? What if the punch 

makes the bullying worse? 

 

 

http://www.cnbc.com/id/101750395
http://uk.reuters.com/article/2014/06/23/uk-brazil-worldcup-protests-idUKKBN0EY2NG20140623
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-22946736
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-27789775
http://www.theguardian.com/travel/2013/nov/04/rio-de-janeiro-brazil-favela-tourism
http://www.forbes.com/sites/ricardogeromel/2013/01/31/eduardo-paes-rio-de-janeiros-mayor-reveals-where-the-money-is-heading-to-in-brazil-favelas/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/ricardogeromel/2013/01/31/eduardo-paes-rio-de-janeiros-mayor-reveals-where-the-money-is-heading-to-in-brazil-favelas/
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