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ETHICS OLYMPIAD RULES & PROCEDURE 

RULES 

• During competition, scratch paper will be provided for the competitors to make 

notes during the cases, but outside notes and materials are prohibited. All notes and 

materials will be collected at the end of each case.  

• When one team is allowed to confer or speak, the other team, judges, and 

audience members must remain silent, although writing and passing notes is 

permitted (for example, when Team A is given their case and question, they are 

allowed to confer for two minutes and then present for seven minutes. During 

those nine minutes, Team B is permitted only to write notes, but must remain 

silent.) 

• The moderator controls the room during matches and should address any 

unacceptable behaviour including, but not limited to: 

- Coaches, parents, or audience members communicating with (verbally or 

non-verbally), or demonstrably reacting to, competitors during a match. 

- Judges showing hostility or asking inappropriate questions to competitors. 

Inappropriate questions include, but are not limited to, any that highlight a 

competitor’s race, religion, gender, gender identity, ethnicity, disability, 

national origin, sexual orientation, etc. Judges should direct their questions 

to teams, not to individuals. 

-  Anyone in the competition room who intentionally makes noise while one 

of the teams, judges, or moderator has the floor. 



- Foul, insulting, or excessively graphic language by anyone in the 

competition rooms. 

• Students are encouraged to consult all resources, including their teachers, to 

understand the full breadth of the cases, determine their positions, and make the 

strongest possible presentation. The cases will be provided for teams at the 

beginning of each academic year. 

 

Prior to the event 

• Teachers from both school are responsible for negotiating a date and time that 

suits them. It is recommended that a week before the event that both schools 

conduct a trial link up via Skype, Google + or Video Conferencing technology. In 

this way you can iron out any potential problems. 

• You will need to nominate a moderator and judges before the event. It is 

suggested that you have someone objective in the university sector. Someone 

lecturing in Philosophy or Ethics is ideal but in any case the person/people needs to 

be agreed on by both schools prior to the event. The Ethics Olympiad office can 

help you with this; admin@ethicsolypiad.org  

 

Competition procedure 

• Moderator welcomes and introduces him/herself. Judges and teams introduce 

themselves. 

• The moderator will need to conduct the event and be prepared to use a stop watch 

and provide warnings prior to the time limits each team is restricted to. A card will 

need to be held up providing students when they have 30 seconds left. 

• Each team is allowed up to five members competing in any one match. The team 

members must be selected and seated at the table before the cases and questions for 

that match are announced. Each match will begin with a coin toss. The team that 

wins the coin toss may elect to present first (to be the team designated as Team A) 

or to have the other team present first (and thus to be the team designated as Team 

B). 
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• Copies of the first case and question will be distributed to the competitors and to 

the judges. Neither the judges nor the team members will have advance knowledge 

of which case will be presented or which question will be asked. The moderators 

will then read the question.  

• Team A will then have up to two minutes to confer, after which any member(s) 

of Team A may speak for up to 7 minutes (total) in response to the moderator’s 

question, based on the team’s research and critical analysis. This is known as the 

presentation period. 

• Team B has one minute to confer (Team A is silent) 

• Team B has up to three minutes to comment on the presentation. Any member(s) 

may comment. 

• Team A has one minute to confer (Team B is silent) 

• Team A has three minutes to respond to Team B. Any member(s) may respond. 

• Judges will have 30 seconds to confer if they would like, then ask questions of 

Team A, and Team A will respond, for up to ten minutes. Judges questions should 

be brief and clear, and without commentary. 

• Judges will score team A’s presentation and response, and Team B’s commentary 

• 3 through 9 are repeated with a new question and the roles reversed 

• Judges tally their scores and email their scores to the moderator who announces 

the results with total scores for each team (not for each judge) These results can be 

either announced on the day or can be sent to both schools later by the judge. 

 

After the competition 

These scores should be sent through to the Ethics Olympiad office. 

Certificates should be awarded to all students that participated in the event. 

 


