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ONLINE RULES & PROCEDURESRULES 

• Students are encouraged to consult all resources, including their coaches, to 
understand the full breadth of the cases, determine their positions, and make the 
strongest possible presentation. The cases will be provided for teams well before the 
event.

• During Olympiad, everyone must remain seated throughout the heat and leave 
their camera on.

• Scrap paper can be used to make notes, but outside notes and materials are 
prohibited. The only other materials allowed are fresh copies of the cases.

• Ideally students will be in a single room using a single camera with a good 
quality microphone. (Make sure you are sitting close enough to the camera to be 
heard) Alternatively participating students can use separate devices but they will 
need  to conduct their private conference with other team members using a different 
device as there will not be a separate breakout room provided for students 
conferences. This will need to be set up before the event and can only be used when 
invited by the moderator. (for example, when Team A is given their case and 
question, they are allowed to confer for two minutes via another media (conference 
phone call) and then when that period is finished they can present for seven 
minutes. During the first two minutes Team B can also confer with each other but 
during Team A's presentation Team B must not speak to each other. They are 
permitted only to write notes, and must remain silent.)



• The moderator controls the breakout room during matches and should address
any unacceptable behavior including, but not limited to:

o Coaches, or audience members communicating with (verbally or non-
verbally), or demonstrably reacting to, competitors during a match.
o Judges showing hostility or asking inappropriate questions to competitors.
Inappropriate questions include, but are not limited to, any that highlight a
competitor’s race, religion, gender, gender identity, ethnicity, disability,
national origin, sexual orientation, etc. Judges should direct their questions
to teams, not to individuals.
o Anyone in the competition room who intentionally makes a noise while
one of the teams, judges, or moderator has the floor.

Competition procedure 

• Moderator welcomes and introduces him/herself. Judges and teams introduce

themselves.

• The moderator will need to conduct the event and be prepared to use a stop watch

and provide time warnings prior to the time limits each team is restricted to. A card

will need to be held up indicating when students they have 30 seconds left.

• Each team is allowed up to five team members competing in any one match.

Each match will begin with a coin toss. The team that wins the coin toss may elect

to present first (to be the team designated as Team A) or to have the other team

present first (and thus to be the team designated as Team B).

• The first case and question will be announced by the moderator for competitors
and judges. Neither the judges nor the team members will have advance knowledge
of which case will be presented or which question will be asked. The moderators
will read the question.
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Procedure Continued

• Team A will then have up to two minutes to confer. (Team B can also confer)

• Team A may speak for up to 7 minutes (total) in response to the moderator’s
question, based on the team’s research and critical analysis. This is known as the
presentation period. (Team B must remain silent)

• Team B has one minute to confer. (Team A can also confer)

• Team B has up to three minutes to comment on the presentation. Any member(s)

may comment. (Team A must remain silent)

• Team A has one minute to confer. (Team B can also confer)

• Team A has three minutes to respond to Team B. Any member(s) may respond.

(Team B must remain silent)

• Judges then ask questions of Team A, and Team A will respond, for up to ten

minutes. Judges questions should be brief and clear, and without commentary.

• Judges will score team A’s presentation and response, and Team B’s commentary

• 3 through 9 are repeated with a new question and the roles reversed

• Judges tally their scores and email their scores to admin@ethicsolympiad.org

After the match

Scores will be collated and emailed to all stakeholders within 48 

hours. Certificates will be awarded to students in their own school 

assemblies.




